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Arctic blast set to bring 
bone-chilling start to 2018 


BY DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 


PORTLAND, MAINE 

Dangerously cold post-Christ- 
mas weather across half the 
country has advocates for the 
homeless scrambling to get 
people off the streets and local 
officials urging residents to help 
elderly neighbors. 

Residents from the Midwest 


to the Northeast were dealing 
with subfreezing temperatures 
and wind chills, while those in 
the Pacific Northwest and 
northern Rockies were bracing 
for storms that forecasters warn 
can cause heavy mountain snow 
and freezing rain. 

North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper has signed an emergen- 
cy declaration to allow heating 
fuel to be more easily distrib- 
uted during the bitter cold snap. 


The executive order loosens 
restrictions on drivers trans- 
porting heating fuels such as 
propane and puts in additional 
measures to prevent price goug- 
ing. 

President Donald Trump, on 
vacation in South Florida, said 
the East Coast could use some 
“good old Global Warming.” 

“In the East, it could be the 
COLDEST New Year’s Eve on 
record,” he wrote in a tweet. 


“Perhaps we could use a little 
bit of that good old Global 
Warming that our Country, but 
not other countries, was going 
to pay TRILLIONS OF DOL- 
LARS to protect against.” 
Trump repeatedly has ex- 
pressed skepticism about cli- 
mate change science, calling 
global warming a “hoax” cre- 
ated by the Chinese. This year 
he announced his intention to 
pull out of the Paris climate 


agreement aimed at curbing 
greenhouse gases. 

The latest and most potent in 
a series of arctic blasts is set to 
crash into the north central 
United States today and reach 
the Eastern Seaboard on Sun- 
day. The blast will uncork pierc- 
ing cold that will cover enor- 
mous territory by Sunday night. 
From Billings, Montana, to Bos- 
ton in the north and from Okla- 
homa City to Washington to the 
south, temperatures will average 
15 to as many as 50 degrees 
below normal. 

The temperature averaged 
over this zone will plummet to a 
bone-chilling 15.9 degrees just 
after midnight Sunday, signify- 
ing the coldest start to the new 


SEE COLD, 5A 


Coming 
to First 
Night? 
Have exit 
strategy 


BY RICHARD STRADLING 
rstradling@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

When you head into down- 
town Raleigh for First Night on 
Sunday, it might be a good idea 
to have a strategy for how yov’ll 
get out. 

That’s because while people 
will trickle in to downtown over 
many hours on New Year’s Eve, 
they’ll leave in a great wave 
shortly after the midnight fire- 
works. The result can be grid- 
lock. 

First, decide where you want 
to park. The large parking decks 
are clustered around the Raleigh 
Convention Center and along 
Wilmington Street. The Down- 
town Raleigh Alliance provides 
a list of parking lots with a map 
at www.godowntownraleigh 
.com/get-around/parking. 
Know how to get to where you 
want to park and, more impor- 
tantly, which route you want to 
take to get out. 

Second, be aware of the 
streets that will be closed. Of 
course, there’s Fayetteville 
Street, the center of the festiv- 
ities, and all of the streets that 
cross it. Not only does that in- 
clude Hargett, Martin and Davie 
streets, but also Morgan Street, 
on the south side of the State 
Capitol, which will be closed 
between Salisbury and Wilming- 
ton streets from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Other temporary street clo- 
sures include: 

e Edenton Street, on the north 
side of the State Capitol, be- 
tween Salisbury and Wilming- 
ton, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

e Salisbury Street, between 
Jones and Davie streets, from 6 
to 7 p.m. 

e Lenoir and South streets, 
between Salisbury and Wilming- 
ton, around the times of the 
fireworks, from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m. 

Want to avoid driving down- 


SEE FIRST NIGHT, 2A 
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SOUNDS OF CELEBRATION 
FILL CARY KWANZAA EVENT 


Shelita Hall, right, and fellow members of the Kuumba Dance Group from 
Danville, Va., perform Friday during the 23rd annual Kwanzaa Celebration at the 
Cary Arts Center in Cary. Other Triangle Kwanzaa events include two in Durham 
- the city’s celebration is 3-5 p.m. today at the Holton Career and Resource 
Center, 401 N. Driver St. The African American Dance Ensemble’s KwanzaaFest 
starts at 11 a.m. Monday at the Walltown Recreation Center in Durham. Kwanzaa 
is an annual weeklong celebration, starting the day after Christmas and ending 
New Year’s Day. See story, 3A. 


At left, Shani Mbalia, 9, of Raleigh, creates a drum rattle Friday in one of the 
craft rooms during the Kwanzaa Celebration at the Cary Arts Center. 


Trump says Russia inquiry is 
making US ‘look very bad’ 


BY MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR 


New York Times 


WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. 
President Donald Trump said 
Thursday that he believes Rob- 
ert S. Mueller III, the special 
counsel in the Russia investiga- 
tion, will treat him fairly, con- 


tradicting some members of his 
party who have waged a weeks- 
long campaign to try to discredit 
Mueller and the continuing 
inquiry. 

During an impromptu 30- 
minute interview with The New 
York Times at his golf club in 
West Palm Beach, the president 
did not demand an end to the 


Russia investigations swirling 
around his administration, but 
insisted 16 times that there has 
been “no collusion” discovered 
by the inquiry. 

“Tt makes the country look 
very bad, and it puts the country 
in a very bad position,” Trump 
said of the investigation. “So the 
sooner it’s worked out, the bet- 


ter it is for the country.” 

Asked whether he would or- 
der the Justice Department to 
reopen the investigation into 
Hillary Clinton’s emails, Trump 
appeared to remain focused on 
the Russia investigation. 

“T have absolute right to do 
what I want to do with the Jus- 
tice Department,” he said, echo- 
ing claims by his supporters that 
as president he has the power to 
open or end an investigation. 
“But for purposes of hopefully 
thinking I’m going to be treated 


SEE TRUMP, 5A 
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